
 

you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is 

the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 

working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 

to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

LESSON                          “LEARN THE POWER”                       REV. NED ALDERMAN 
 

PRAYER FOR MOTHER’S DAY, United Methodist Book of Worship                       #438 

For our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them reverence and love, we 

pray to the Lord . . .  

For mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and their 

family and friends support and console them, we pray to the Lord . . .  

For women, though without children of their own, who like mothers have nurtured and cared for 

us, we pray to the Lord . . . 

For mothers, who have been unable to be a source of strength, who have not responded to their 

children and have not sustained their families, we pray to the Lord . . .  

Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you watch over your 

Church.  Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers.  Let the 

example of their faith and love shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor 

them always with a spirit of profound respect.  Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
UMPH Methodist Publication. The United Methodist Book of Worship: Regular Edition Black (pp. 506-507). United Methodist Publishing 

House. Kindle Edition. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

As God has showered abundant love and grace on us, may we share gifts of love and grace with 

God’s world. 
Scifres, Mary; Beu, B.J.. The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year (p. 121). Abingdon 

Press. Kindle Edition. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

The Good Shepherd provides for our needs; we lack nothing.  We come now to share from the 

abundance that we have received.   
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2017 copyright 2016 by Abingdon Press 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 

 

Abiding Spirit of Love, you have not left us orphaned.  Even in our uncertainty, you draw 

near, whispering truth, stirring memory, teaching us to live as those who know we are loved.  

As Jesus offered himself in love and obedience, so we offer these gifts today – not out of 

obligation, but as signs of our love and trust.  Take them, bless them, use them – to remind 

the world that Christ’s story abides in us.  May your Spirit strengthen us to live what we 

give and give what we believe. In the name of the one who promised never to leave us. 

Amen. 

 

"God's Body in this Community" 

“Oaklette United Methodist Church through worship, education, and 

outreach, seeks to make the gospel of Jesus Christ real, as we minister to 

all people.” 

                    May 10, 2026 
                    Mothers Day 

 
 

Welcome in the name of our Lord. A nurturing and well-supervised nursery is available for 

infants and young children. A cry room is also available.  Please ask the greeter for further 

assistance and directions to these rooms.  
 

 

GREETING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WHAT HAS GOD PUT ON YOUR HEART: JOYS AND CONCERNS AND WHERE 

WE’VE SEEN INSPIRATION AND THE WORK OF GOD 

 

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER 

Loving, sustaining God, like the mighty oak, may our branches at Oaklette church embrace 

those around us in this community. Use us as an instrument to welcome and shelter your 

people. Deepen our roots so that our branches are strong. Let the Holy Spirit flow like a 

river through our church, so that we may do your will. In Jesus’ holy name,  

Amen. 
 

GOSPEL READING                                     John 17:1-11 NRSV 

     After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority 

over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, 

that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your 

own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

     “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.  They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that 

everything you have given me is from you, for the words that you gave to me I have given to 

them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have 

believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world 

but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but 



they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them in your name that 

you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
    

PRELUDE                                   “A CHILD’S PRAYER”                           DANA MOODY 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Easter people, no matter the bends and curves in our path, Jesus does not leave us alone on 

this journey of faith. 

God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper. 

The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the truth, and the life of 

Jesus. 

God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian. 

The Spirit draws us into God’s story, showing us how to cooperate in writing God’s dream 

into reality. 

God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper. 

Easter people, God’s story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of love and 

abundant life. 

We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, and helps us join 

in God’s story, until God’s kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen. 
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, October 2025.   

                                                                                                                                             
OPENING PRAYER 

God of all time and space, you initiated the relationship of love and generosity with 

creation at a time before and beyond all knowing.  Through the Word and the Spirit, 

you continue in eternal love for all beings.  Fill us with a deep and abiding awareness of 

your presence, your call, and your grace in our lives and in our world.  Shape us into the 

people you have made us to be – poured out in creative mercy for the sake of Jesus 

Christ in all creation.  Amen. 
Written by Lutheran Julia and posted on RevGalBlogPals.. 

 

.HYMN                              “O CHURCH OF GOD, UNITED”             #547   
                                                    

O church of God, united to serve one common Lord, 

proclaim to all one message, with hearts in glad accord. 

Christ ever goes before us; we follow day by day 

with strong and eager footsteps along the upward way. 
 

From every land and nation the ordered ranks appear; 

to serve one valiant leader they come from far and near. 

They chant their one confession, they praise one living Lord, 

and place their sure dependence upon his saving word. 

 
 

 

Though creeds and tongues may differ, they speak, O Christ, of thee; 

and in thy loving spirit we shall one people be. 

Lord, may our faithful service and singleness of aim 

proclaim to all the power of thy redeeming name. 
 

May thy great prayer be answered that we may all be one, 

close bound, by love united in thee, God's blessed Son: 

to bring a single witness, to make the pathway bright, 

that souls which grope in darkness may find the one true light. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison) 

    Eternal God, Creator of all that is, in you, we live and move and have our being.  You 

have placed us on earth and sustained our being through the produce of the land and the 

cleanness of the air we breathe.  You have made us for each other, to tend and care for 

the weak and ensure a just sharing of the earth’s resources. 

    But we are part of a proud and hard-hearted people who hoard what the earth 

provides and seem loathe to share the fruits of our labors, who live for today with little 

thought for tomorrow, who are afraid to let pain and suffering affect us.   

    Incarnate God, you know us in our inner being.  In your grace, you offer us 

forgiveness even before we have the chance to articulate our sorrow.  You embrace us in 

all our sinfulness and, in doing so, give us the chance to start again to learn from the 

example you have given us in Jesus, who chose the way of the Cross that all might know 

the depth of your love for all you have made. 

    Spirit of God, open our hearts and minds that we may grasp your forgiveness, 

and forgiven, seek to forgive others and to live a life of reconciling love modelled on the 

example of Jesus Christ, in whose name we make this prayer.   Amen. 
Written by the Very Rev. Dr. Sheilagh Kesting on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday, 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/. 

/.                                                                                                       
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 
 

ANTHEM                 “SURELY THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE”        

                                                                                                                   CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                       Ephesians 1:15-23, NRSV 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as  

 



 

DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him 

above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

HYMN          “PRAISE THE SOURCE OF FAITH AND LEARNING      TFWS #2004 

 

Praise the source of faith and learning that has sparked and stoked the mind 

with a passion for discerning how the world has been designed. 

Let the sense of wonder flowing from the wonders we survey 

keep our faith forever growing and renew our need to pray. 

 

God of wisdom, we acknowledge that our science and our art 

and the breadth of human knowledge only partial truth impart. 

Far beyond our calculation lies a depth we cannot sound 

where your purpose for creation and the pulse of life are found. 

 

May our faith redeem the blunder of believing that our thought 

has displaced the grounds for wonder which the ancient prophets taught. 

May our learning curb the error which unthinking faith can breed 

lest we justify some terror with an antiquated creed. 

 

As two currents in a river fight each other’s undertow 

till converging they deliver one coherent steady flow, 

Blend, O God, our faith and learning till they carve a single course, 

till they join as one, returning praise and thanks to you, their Source. 

 
BENEDICTION 

Go in the name of God, the one who created all the nations of the earth.  Go in the name of 

Christ, the one who abides in love and abides in you.  Go in the name of the Spirit of truth, the 

one who advocates for you and guides you.  Amen. 
 

Scifres, Mary; Beu, B.J.. The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020: Worship Planning Resources for Every Sunday of the Year (p. 117). Abingdon 

Press. Kindle Edition. 
 

POSTLUDE                             “THE LOVE OF GOD”                              DANA MOODY 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

         
Today’s service is available on Facebook Live at 11 am. You can access the service through the Oaklette Church 

Group on Facebook. You can also access the sermon through the Oaklette UMC Facebook page. If you are 

unable to use Facebook Live a link can be sent to you by email after the Facebook Live Worship has been 

recorded, but we will need your email address to do this. The Facebook Live service will also be downloaded to 

our website on Monday morning. 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God.  

 
 

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Members of the Church 

Nursery Care Providers: Linda & Calvin Gallop  

Lay Reader: Debbie Reppard 

Prayer partner:  Brenda Swoope 

Audio-Visual Operator: Rob Castellow  

Greeter: Joanne Rooks  

Pastor: Rev. Ned Alderman 

Administrative Assistant: Eileen Ballance 

Financial Secretary: Edna Bess 

Coastal Virginia Dist. Superintendent: Rev. Beth Givens 

Resident Bishop, Richmond Area: Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


