Today’s service is being broadcast on Facebook Live at 11 am. You can access the service
through the Oaklette Church Group on Facebook. You can also access the sermon through the
Oaklette UMC Facebook page. If you are unable to use Facebook Live a link can be sent to you

by email after the Facebook Live Worship has been recorded, but we will need your email address
to do this. The Facebook Live service will also be uploaded to our website Sunday afternoon.

The flowers on the altar are presented to the glory of God and in honor of Judy Carter.

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY TODAY
Members of the Church
Nursery Care Providers: Linda & Calvin Gallop
Prayer Partner: Brenda Swoope
Lay Reader: Debbie Rippard
Audio-Visual Operator: Danny Castellow
Greeter: Joanne Rooks
Pastor: Rev. Ned Alderman
Administrative Assistant: Eileen Ballance
Financial Secretary: Edna Bess
Coastal Virginia Dist. Superintendent: Rev. Beth Givens
Resident Bishop, Richmond Area: Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson

Oaklette United Methodist Church
“God's Body in this Community”
“Oaklette United Methodist Church through worship, education, and
outreach, seeks to make the gospel of Jesus Christ real, as we minister to

all people.”
February 22, 2026
First Sunday of Lent
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Welcome in the name of our Lord. A nurturing and well-supervised nursery is available for
infants and young children. A cry room is also available. Please ask the greeter for further
assistance and directions to these rooms.

GREETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOYS AND CONCERNS

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER

Loving, sustaining God, like the mighty oak, may our branches at Oaklette church
embrace those around us in this community. Use us as an instrument to welcome and
shelter your people. Deepen our roots so that our branches are strong. Let the Holy
Spirit flow like a river through our church, so that we may do your will. In Jesus’ holy
name, amen.

OPENING SCRIPTURE ROMANS 5:12-19, NIV

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this
way, death came to all people, because all sinned — to be sure, sin was in the world before the
law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law.
Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who
did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.

But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man,
how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, overflow to the many! Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one
man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed
many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, death
reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ! Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one



righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as through the
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of
the one man the many will be made righteous.

PRELUDE

“THE WONDERFUL CROSS” DANA MOODY

PASSING OF THE PEACE
MESSAGE FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God.””

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that
you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and
worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve him only.””

OPENING PRAYER
Wild God of wilderness, as we devote these forty days to you, shape us by your Holy
Spirit into the image of Christ our Lord, so that we may be ready, by your grace, to

confront the power of death with the promise of eternal life. Amen.
Long, Kimberly Bracken. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume I (p. 97). Presbyterian Publishing

Corporation. Kindle Edition.

HYMN “CAST OUT, O CHRIST”
Cast out, O Christ, cast far away the demons that destroy:

The haunting dreads that choke our souls, the hates that stifle joy.

TFWS #2234

Our raging griefs, our jealous fears are Legion in their name.
Our shackled hearts implore your grace to loose our binding shame.

Once long ago, from Galilee, you sailed to storm-tossed shores.

and bring me peace today.

Know me, mind of Jesus,
and show me all my sin;
dispel the memories of guilt
and bring me peace within.

Fill me, joy of Jesus;
anxiety shall cease,
and heaven's serenity be mine,
for Jesus brings me peace!

BENEDICTION

We came to worship God, who gives us new life. We do not have to live like Adam,
separated from God and living a life of physical, emotional, and spiritual deprivation. The
Lord Jesus Christ blesses us with his redeeming grace, and the Holy Spirit showers us with
abundant spiritual gifts as a people of God. We can go forth, knowing that God is at our side,

blessing us each moment. Amen.
Mosser, David. The Abingdon Preaching Annual 2011 (p. 84). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.

POSTLUDE “JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” DANA MOODY



And still, in power, you brave new paths to breach our bolted doors.

Your Word breathes life and health and hope that break through evil’s thrall.
You send us, strengthened, home in peace to live your gospel call.

So come, O Christ, and cast away the demons that destroy
Transform our lives to sense your love and preach abroad your joy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven, who no longer suffer in silence, but name their sin and
seek God’s grace. Let us confess our sin.

Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. You know the things that tempt us and
the things that give us life. You know our nakedness, and you know our sin. We confess
that we have disobeyed your word, denying your providence and care and relying on
our own cleverness. Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, feed us with
the bread of life, and re-create us in your image; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: in Jesus Christ

we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
Long, Kimberly Bracken. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 (pp. 96-97). Presbyterian Publishing

Corporation. Kindle Edition.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

ANTHEM CHANCEL CHOIR

SCRIPTURE READING GENESIS 2:15-17, 3:1-7, NIV

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it
you will certainly die.”

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did
say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not
touch it, or you will die.””

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

“THIS HE DID FOR LOVE”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for
themselves.

LESSON “JUST COULDN’T RESIST. JUST HAD TO KNOW.” Rev. Ned Alderman

STATEMENT OF FAITH

We belong to God, eternal and infinite, Creator of all things and all that is to come.

We follow Christ, who comes to us from God, and reveals God to us. He heals people
and transforms lives, and calls us to join in his ministry. He was crucified, died, and was
raised by God, and reigns over all Creation; and he bids us to die and rise with him in
the service of the healing of the world. We live by the Spirit, together with the
communion of saints, as members of the Body of Christ, God’s holy universal church.
We are confident in the forgiveness of sin, the power of resurrection, and the reality of
eternal life. In all things it is our desire to follow Christ, by the grace of the Holy Spirit,
for God’s glory. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
As God so freely offers us the gift of life in Jesus Christ, let us respond with gratitude,
offering our lives to God.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the free and abundant gift of grace you have
given us in Jesus Christ. Let the simple gifts of our lives be a sign of our unending

gratitude for your undying love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Long, Kimberly Bracken. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 (pp. 98-99). Presbyterian Publishing

Corporation. Kindle Edition.
DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise
Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
HYMN “HEAL ME, HANDS OF JESUS” #262
Heal me, hands of Jesus,
and search out all my pain;
restore my hope, remove my fear,
and bring me peace again.

Cleanse me, blood of Jesus,
take bitterness away;
let me forgive as one forgiven



