WORSHIP GUIDE FOR MARCH 21, 2021
GATHERING MUSIC - Dana Moody
THE MORNING WELCOME - Dr. Tim Hazlett

CENTERING PRAYER (in unison)

Suffering God, you told us to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus. We’re
still not sure we want to go that far. We had hoped that becoming followers in this day
and age would be a more rational business; we had hoped to fit our religion in the spare
corners of our lives. It wasn’t supposed to be an inconvenience. Yet you continue to call
us, and we squirm uncomfortably. Teach us to respond gratefully to your invitation.
Teach us to sacrifice — not only for others, but for you. And take what we can give right
now, transforming it into an offering of our deepest selves. In your Son’s name we pray.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “The Darkest Hour” - Dana Moody

A PRAYER FOR PEACE THAT SURPASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING (responsively)

- Don Moody
Onward in Christ’s footsteps treading, pilgrims here, our home above. Full of faith
and hope and love. Let us do the Father’s bidding. And so we pray. Heavenly
Father, you haven’t promised us a storm-less life. You don’t offer quick fixes or
shallow solutions. But you do promise perfect peace, in the midst of whatever
happens. Lord, in your mercy,
Grant us your peace.
Heavenly Father when we’re out of bootstraps to pull up, come to the end of our
rope and feel like quitting, you are with us and for us. Thank you for being a Father
who will never forget or abandon us in our storms. Thank you for working all
things together for the good of those who love you. Lord, in your mercy,
Grant us your peace.
Heavenly Father, thank you for your perfect peace—a peace perfectly suited for the
moment. Our calling is not to take control, but to mine the riches of the Gospel and
never lose sight of your wonderful love. You are the Rock that is higher than us,
the Rock of refuge, the Rock of ages. Lord, in your mercy,
Grant us your peace.
Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for your peace that surpasses all
understanding. Anchor us in hope, strengthen us in grace and fortify us with
resolute courage.
P:  Jesus, let me faithful be, life eternal grant to me. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 26:47-56
4749 The words were barely out of his mouth when Judas (the one from the Twelve)
showed up, and with him a gang from the high priests and religious leaders brandishing swords
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and clubs. The betrayer had worked out a sign with them: “The one I kiss, that’s the one—seize
him.” He went straight to Jesus, greeted him, “How are you, Rabbi?”” and kissed him.

%051 Jesus said, “Friend, why this charade?”

Then they came on him—grabbed him and roughed him up. One of those with Jesus
pulled his sword and, taking a swing at the Chief Priest’s servant, cut off his ear.

5254 Jesus said, “Put your sword back where it belongs. All who use swords are destroyed
by swords. Don’t you realize that I am able right now to call to my Father, and twelve
companies—more, if | want them—of fighting angels would be here, battle-ready? But if | did
that, how would the Scriptures come true that say this is the way it has to be?”

556 Then Jesus addressed the mob: “What is this—coming out after me with swords and
clubs as if | were a dangerous criminal? Day after day | have been sitting in the Temple
teaching, and you never so much as lifted a hand against me. You’ve done it this way to
confirm and fulfill the prophetic writings.”

Then all the disciples cut and ran.

SERMON SERIES: PLACES OF THE PASSION “Gethsemane” - Dr. Tim Hazlett

MEDITATIVE HYMN “It Is Well with My Soul”
1. When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more,
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

CLOSING INVITATION (responsively)

L:  Jesus invites us to walk with him to the Garden of Gethsemane, a place of great
suffering and a place of great love. We will walk with Jesus all the way to the
empty tomb — and resurrection victory.

P:  Letusever walk with Jesus!

POSTLUDE - Dana Moody
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