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 James Bonham was a young lawyer from South Carolina. He had only been in Texas for three months 

when he volunteered to fight at the Alamo. On February 23, 1836, as General Santa Anna and his 2,000 

Mexican troops gathered, the 182 men at the Alamo prepared for battle. Just then, James Bonham broke 

through enemy lines and rode his horse to find help in Goliad, Texas. No one in Goliad was willing to fight. 

Next, Bonham rode to Victoria, Texas. No one in Victoria was willing to fight. What did James Bonham do? 

He rode back to the Alamo—back to the fight, back to the battle, certain he would die.  

 Likewise, in today’s scripture from Matthew’s gospel, Jesus begins his ride into Jerusalem—back to the 

fight, back to the battle, most certain he would die. On the Mount of Olives in a little village known as 

Bethphage Jesus mounts his donkey and begins that fateful and last trip into the city of Jerusalem.  

 As though he were a category on the gameshow Jeopardy all of Jerusalem according to Matthew’s 

Gospel began asking; ‘Who is this?’”  

 “Who is this?” That’s the question, Matthew wants us, the reader of his Gospel to answer. Reed Lessing 

of Creative Communications for the Parish says that if we get the answer to the question right; “we get 

everything right.” But if we get it wrong, says Lessing; “we get everything else wrong.” 

 So just who is Jesus?  

• Some say Jesus is a Therapist—he helps us cope with life’s problems, tells us how valuable we 

are and encourages us not to be so hard on ourselves.  

• Some say Jesus is a coffee lover—he drinks fair trade coffee at Starbucks, loves spiritual 

conversations and goes to film festivals.  

• Some say Jesus is a Coach—he helps Christian athletes run faster and jump higher than non-

Christian athletes.  

• Some say Jesus is a Hippie—he says, “Give peace a chance, imagine a world without religion, 

and remember all you need is love.”  

• Some say Jesus is a Spiritual Guru who says, “Get out in nature and find the god within you.”  

• Some say Jesus is a Revolutionary—he teaches us to rebel against the status quo, stick it to the 

man and blame everything on the system.  

• Some say Jesus is a Good Example—he shows us how to change the planet and help little old 

ladies cross the street.  

• Then then there are those who say he is the Plastic Jesus. In the movie Cool Hand Luke, the 

character played by Paul Newman sings a song called “Plastic Jesus.” It includes these lyrics: 

Well, I don’t care if it rains or freezes. Long as I have my plastic Jesus. According to Reed 

Lessing a Plastic Jesus believer sees the Savior as a good-luck charm, a rabbit’s foot, a four-leaf-

clover. Someone they turn to when they need a favor.  

 These may be the way some within our world see Jesus; but just whom should we say Jesus is?  

 Enter Matthew!  

 Who is Jesus?  

 Matthew tells us that Jesus is our humble King who serves. According to our passage from Matthew’s 

Gospel Jesus employed what was called the law of royal levy when he petitioned two of his disciples to go 

and secure a donkey and its colt. He instructed them to “untie them and bring them to him;” adding that if 

anyone said anything to them, they were to say, “The Lord needs them.” The law of royal levy gave a king 

authority to get anything, from anyone at any time.  

 But why a donkey and it’s colt? Why not some horse? After all, if Jesus were a king would it have not 

looked better that he came riding into Jerusalem on a horse? He would have if it were not for his humble 
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heart. Matthew quoting the Old Testament prophet Zechariah says, “Behold, your King comes to you, 

humble and riding on a donkey.’” Jesus even tells us in Matthew 11:29 that he is “humble and lowly in 

heart.” 

 “The donkey further accents Christ’s humility,” says Lessing, “by not riding on a horse, Jesus 

announces that he doesn’t come to bark out orders, but to wash feet.” Lessing further adds; “Jesus doesn’t 

come to dominate and intimidate, but to love, forgive and shed tears. Jesus doesn’t come to marshal an army, 

but to stretch out his hands upon the cross—for us and for our salvation.”  

 From Bethphage Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey—back to the fight, back to battle, most 

certainly to die. What was he thinking? What would have made him ride into Jerusalem? What would have 

made him so willing to go back into the fight? Back into the battle knowing that he most certainly would die? 

Because he was the humble king, the king willing to lay down his life as a ransom for many. Martin Luther 

once said that Jesus ransomed us, “not with gold or silver, but with his holy precious blood and his innocent 

suffering and death.”  

 A man bought a donkey from a preacher. The preacher told the man that this donkey had been trained in 

a very unique way (being the donkey of a preacher). The only way to make the donkey go was to say, 

“Hallelujah!” The only way to make the donkey stop was to say, “Amen!”  

 The man was pleased with his purchase and immediately got on the animal to try out the preacher’s 

instructions. “Hallelujah!” shouted the man. The donkey began to trot. “Amen!” shouted the man. The 

donkey stopped immediately. “This is great!” said the man. With a “Hallelujah,” he rode off, very proud of 

his new purchase. 

 After some time riding the man and his donkey approached a mountain range known for its treacherous 

cliffs. Just as the donkey began the assent, he became spooked by a sudden rattling amongst the crevices of 

rocks under his feet. The donkey with his rider onboard took off like a bolt of lightning. The man looked up 

and saw that they were heading for a cliff. In his fear he had forgotten the word for commanding his donkey 

to stop… 

 “Stop,” cried out the man. The donkey kept heading towards the cliff. 

 “Halt!” he cried. The donkey just kept going.  

 Bible! … Church! … Please Stop!!” shouted the man. None of the words worked. The donkey just kept 

heading for the cliff. Closer and closer to the cliff they came. Finally, in desperation, the man said a prayer. 

“Please, dear Lord. Please make this donkey stop before I go off the end of this mountain, In Jesus’ name, 

AMEN.”  

 The donkey came to an abrupt stop just one step from the edge of the cliff. 

 Wiping the sweat of his forehead with his hat the man shouted in relief: “HALLELUJAH!” 

 The crowds that welcomed Jesus, as he made his way from Bethphage to Jerusalem, we are told also 

shouted for their savior to save them. But instead of shouting “Hallelujah” or “Amen” they shouted: 

“Hosanna to David’s son! Blessed is he who comes in God’s name! Hosanna in highest heaven!”  

 The word “Hosanna” means to “Save us now!” But they might as well have shouted words like “Stop” 

or “Halt” or “Bible” or “Church.” On Sunday Jesus was feeling the love of the crowds; but by Monday the 

crowds were disappointed with him, and by Friday they were in a rage. The very one they had called out to 

save them on Sunday is now the one they were calling out to be crucified. The very one who they had 

welcomed as king was now the one standing on the edge of a cliff.  

 The amazing thing is he chose that cliff and he willingly went over the cliff as a ransom for us all. He 

may not have saved us on Palm Sunday; but by Easter he will truly give us cause to shout “Hallelujah!”  

 


